In order to understand how western medicine "came to be the dominant form of medicine around the world", Mark Harrison remarks in his introduction to this timely set of essays, it is necessary to examine "the institution which has, more than any other, come to symbolize Western medicine---the modern hospital" (p. 1). Although neither this observation nor Harrison's remark that in most extra-European countries the hospital "has become the main focus for the dissemination of Western medicine" (ibid.) is strenuously put to the test (as by considering the relative impact of disease-eradication programmes), it is undeniable that hospitals were highly influential in the spread of western medical ideas and practices and in the creation of new medical institutions and structures around the globe. Nor is there reason to doubt that the neglected study of the hospital in Asia, Africa and beyond can provide fresh insight into how western medicine was propagated and perceived. Although Harrison's introduction presents a wide overview, tracing the history of the western hospital back to the early phases of European expansion, the fourteen essays in this volume focus almost entirely on the period from the 1840s to the present. Among the region-specific studies, five---Julie Parle on a Natal mental institution, Walter Bruchhausen on missions in Tanzania, Anne Digby on Victoria Hospital, Lovedale, Helen Sweet on missionary medicine in Zululand and Simonne Horwitz on a Soweto hospital---relate to southern or eastern Africa, while one other, by Guillaume Lachenal, rather oddly looks not at a hospital but at the Pasteur Institute in the Cameroons after 1945. A similar number of essays encompass colonial and post-colonial South Asia---India, Ceylon, Nepal and Bangladesh (by Seán Lang, Margaret Jones, Ian Harper and Shahaduz Zaman respectively)---while David Hardiman's widely ranging essay on mission hospitals draws extensively on Indian material. The three remaining pieces---Robert John Perrins on Manchuria, Hormoz Ebrahimnejad on nineteenth-century Iran, and Philippe Bourmaud on late Ottoman Palestine---further add to the regional mix.

Although the nature of the hospital is broadly understood---dispensaries, maternal and plantation hospitals and mental asylums all receive consideration---there are other kinds of hospitals, such as the lock-hospital and military hospital (critical to sustaining the imperial presence and the extension of western medical control), which might usefully have been included. Only Zaman's anthropological take on a contemporary Bangladeshi hospital really gives insight into what happens in a hospital ward and offers illustrative evidence of the interconnectedness between life inside and outside the hospital (and more than any other contributor highlights the hospital's gendered problematic). While the essays explore diverse sources and themes, two topics emerge as being of paramount interest. One is the trans-regional role of the missionary hospital as a pioneering site of medical intervention and of the "clinical Christianity" that inspired so much western medical endeavour, formed the frontline of interaction with indigenous healing practices and beliefs (a relationship, often explicitly confrontational, that could be tacitly accommodating too), and in some instances was instrumental in stimulating the creation of rival, non-Christian institutions. The fate of the mission hospital (and those who served it) in a post-colonial world is interestingly explored in several essays. The other major theme is race---most extensively examined in the African cases taken up by Digby, Horwitz, Parle and Sweet---where hospitals and asylums became the exemplars of racial difference and ideas of western superiority or articulated the gross inequalities and political paradoxes of the Apartheid years. But the volume as a whole brings out the complexity even of these seminal issues in showing how hospitals (again especially mission hospitals) might constitute the leading edge of rivalries between political powers (as in Palestine) or foreground the conflicts inherent within colonial regimes (as between planters and government in nineteenth-century Ceylon). The quality of the essays in this volume is uneven (the editing sadly still more so), but the overall impression created is that, while the empirical material is enormously rich and varied, and the mission hospital had a particularly influential and emblematic role, only an interim statement can be made as to what the extra-European history of the hospital might truly represent.
